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Prelude and Ringing of the Bell
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Opening Versicles

P This is the day which the Lord has made;
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.
P From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.
P Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.
C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence.
P Prepare the way of the Lord.
C Make His paths straight.
P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down 

righteousness.
C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth.



P From the rising of the sun to its setting,
C the name of the Lord is to be praised.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Old Testament Canticle





Psalm 16  ESV

P Preserve me, O God, for in You I take refuge.
C I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart 

from You.”
P As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, in whom is 

all my delight.
C The sorrows of those who run after another god shall multiply;

their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out or take their 
names on my lips.

P The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; You hold my lot.
C The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a 

beautiful inheritance.
P I bless the LORD who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart 

instructs me.
C I have set the LORD always before me; because He is at my 

right hand, I shall not be shaken.
P Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh 

also dwells secure.
C For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let Your holy one

see corruption.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.



Reading Matthew 3:13–17  ESV
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by
him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized 
by you, and do you come to me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be 
so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
consented. 16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up 
from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he 
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on 
him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord.       C  Thanks be to God.

Reading               Romans 6:1–11  ESV
1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may 
abound? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 
3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were buried therefore with him
by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that 
our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might 
be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 
7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we have 
died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know 
that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him. 10 For the death he died he died to sin, 
once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11 So you also must 
consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

P This is the Word of the Lord.       C  Thanks be to God.

Responsory

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch.

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 
Righteousness.



P He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land.

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 
Righteousness.

P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness.

Ten Commandments

You shall have no other gods.
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.
Honor your father and your mother.
You shall not murder.
You shall not commit adultery.
You shall not steal.
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your
neighbor.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
     maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
     born of the virgin Mary,
     suffered under Pontius Pilate,
     was crucified, died and was buried.
     He descended into hell.
     The third day He rose again from the dead.
     He ascended into heaven
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
     the holy Christian Church,
          the communion of saints,



     the forgiveness of sins,
     the resurrection of the body,
     and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Sermon           “Jesus, the Life of Jesse’s Tree”

Hymn     “The Night Will Soon Be Ending”  337
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Tune: Public domain

Prayer

P In peace let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and 

with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the 

world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all 
to faith, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.
P For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us 

pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.



P For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous,
and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.
P For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed

and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us 

pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us 

pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray 

to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Collect of the Day

P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to 
lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.

C Amen.

Collect

P God of life, into this death-marred world You bring life through 
Jesus, the resurrection and the life. Fill us with the life of Jesus, so 
that, in this world so often filled with darkness, our lives may shine 
forth His life and hope; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

C Amen.

Collect for the Word

P Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for
our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, 
and take them to heart that, by the patience and comfort of Your 
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 



lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen.

Evening Prayer

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 
dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I 
pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done 
wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands 
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your 
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over
me. Amen.

Canticle         “Lord, Bid Your Servant Go in Peace”   937
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Blessing

P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.

C Amen.



Hymn  “Hark the Glad Sound”            349

Tune and text: Public domain
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