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LUTHERAN Welcome to this Midweek Advent Service. We worship
CHURCH anticipating the celebration of Jesus’ birth. Please sign the
Miroudimes attendance card in pew and place in offering plate.

LS
Prelude and Ringing of the Bell

Anthem “Emmanuel”
Hymn “Holy, Holy, Holy”
Opening Versicles

Old Testament Canticle

Psalm 148:1-6 ESV

(P) Praise the Lorp! Praise the Lorp from the heavens;
praise him in the heights!

[P] Praise him, all his angels;

praise him, all his hosts!

(P} Praise him, sun and moon,

praise him, all you shining stars!

Praise him, you highest heavens,

and you waters above the heavens!

Let them praise the name of the Lorp!

For he commanded and they were created.
And he established them forever and ever;

he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away.
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading Daniel 9:20-27 ESV

*While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of
my people Israel, and presenting my plea before the Lorp my God for
the holy hill of my God, *' while I was speaking in prayer, the man
Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vision at the first, came to me in swift
flight at the time of the evening sacrifice. > He made me understand,
speaking with me and saying, “O Daniel, I have now come out to give



you insight and understanding. * At the beginning of your pleas for
mercy a word went out, and I have come to tell it to you, for you are
greatly loved. Therefore consider the word and understand the vision.

M«Seventy weeks are decreed about your people and your holy city, to
finish the transgression, to put an end to sin, and to atone for iniquity,
to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal both vision and prophet,
and to anoint a most holy place. * Know therefore and understand that
from the going out of the word to restore and build Jerusalem to the
coming of an anointed one, a prince, there shall be seven weeks. Then
for sixty-two weeks it shall be built again with squares and moat, but in
a troubled time. 2® And after the sixty-two weeks, an anointed one shall
be cut off and shall have nothing. And the people of the prince who is
to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. Its end shall come with
a flood, and to the end there shall be war. Desolations are decreed.

7 And he shall make a strong covenant with many for one week, and
for half of the week he shall put an end to sacrifice and offering. And
on the wing of abominations shall come one who makes desolate, until
the decreed end is poured out on the desolator.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Epistle Hebrews 2:1-9 ESV

! Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard,
lest we drift away from it. 2 For since the message declared by angels
proved to be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received
a just retribution, * how shall we escape if we neglect such a great
salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord, and it was attested to us
by those who heard, *while God also bore witness by signs and
wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to his will.

SFor it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of
which we are speaking. ¢ It has been testified somewhere,

“What is man, that you are mindful of him,
or the son of man, that you care for him?

You made him for a little while lower than the angels;
you have crowned him with glory and honor,
putting everything in subjection under his feet.”
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Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside
his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to
him. ? But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the
angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the
suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for



everyone.
(P) This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel St. Luke 1:26-38 ESV

?n the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, " to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary.
8 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is
with you!” * But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to
discern what sort of greeting this might be. ** And the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. *' And
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall
call his name Jesus. * He will be great and will be called the Son of the
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father
David, * and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his
kingdom there will be no end.”

3 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

3 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. ** And behold,
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this
is the sixth month with her who was called barren. ¥ For nothing will
be impossible with God.” * And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant
of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel
departed from her.

[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Responsory for Advent 263
Catechism 264
Sermon St. Luke 1:26-38

“A Message of Hope in the Midst of the Seemingly Impossible”
Hymn “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” 353
Prayer 265-266
Collect of the Day

[P) Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten
the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live



and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
Amen.

Additional Collect

P} Almighty God, The angel Gabriel told the virgin Mary, “Nothing
will be impossible with God.” Help us to trust this same message,
that with Mary, we may assent to Your will to the glory of Your
name, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Blessing 267
Hymn “Hark the Glad Sound” 349
Postlude
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