
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Jackson, Minnesota

Reformation Day
October 29, 2023

Welcome to this Divine Service. We gather in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit.  Please sign the attendance

card in pew and place in offering plate.

    
Prelude and Ringing of the Bell

Hymn       “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 656



Tune and text: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
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deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Introit        Ps. 34:1-2, 11, 22; antiphon: Ps. 119:46
P I will speak of your testimonies before kings, O Lord,
C and shall not be put to shame.
P I will bless the LORD at all times;
C his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
P My soul makes its boast in the LORD;
C let the humble hear and be glad.
P Come, O children, listen to me;
C I will teach you the fear of the LORD.
P The LORD redeems the life of his servants;
C none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P I will speak of your testimonies before kings, O Lord,
C and shall not be put to shame.

Kyrie, Gloria in Excelsis     186-189
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P The Lord be with you.

P Let us pray.  Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy 
Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and 
truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us 
against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

First Reading Revelation 14:6-7  ESV
Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal 
gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and 
tribe and language and people. And he said with a loud voice, “Fear 
God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, 
and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of 
water.” 
P This is the Word of the Lord.       C  Thanks be to God.

Gradual Ps. 48:1a, 12-14a
P Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised
C in the city of our God!
P Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers,
C consider well her ramparts, go through her citadels,
P that you may tell the next generation
C that this is God, our God forever and ever.

Epistle   Romans 3:19-28  ESV
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole 
world may be held accountable to God. For by works of the law no 
human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin.
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But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the 
law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. 
For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was 
to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just 
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of 
law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that 
one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.
P This is the Word of the Lord.       C  Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel          St. Mark 10:23–31  ESV
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.

[Jesus said:] “From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom 
of heaven has suffered violence, and the violent take it by force. For all 
the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John, and if you are willing 
to accept it, he is Elijah who is to come. He who has ears to hear, let 
him hear. 
“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting 
in the marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 
“ ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 

we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 
For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a 
demon.’ The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 
‘Look at him! A glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed         191

C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
     and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
     heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
     and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
     and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
     glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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Hymn         “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” 655

Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon    St. Matthew 11:12-19
“A Firm Message for a Fickle World”

Offertory     192-193
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Offering 

Prayer of the Church
Carol Kolander, Linda Shiets, Brent Baumann (Steve Milbrath’s brother-in-
law), Carson Pohlman, Pam Kemp, Irene Montgomery, Kathy Miller (Neil’s, 
Susan’s, and Patti’s sister-in-law), Ken Temple, Karen Temple, Diann 
Johnson (Bernie Stubbe’s sister), Ron Kloos, Barney Olson, Travus Mekosch.  

Petitions conclude:
P . . . Lord, in Your mercy,           C  hear our prayer.
Final petition:
P Mighty Fortress, Rock of refuge, we give You thanks for all Your 

servants who have departed this life in faith. We especially bless 
You today for the great reformers of Your Church who call us back 
to the Gospel and to the righteousness we have in Christ alone. 
Keep us in fellowship with them, and bring us at last to our 
heavenly home to see our Redeemer face to face; through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
P The Lord be with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love 
for His fallen creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a 
servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death upon a cross.  

9



Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given 
us life everlasting.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with 
all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying:

The Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
     as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.
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The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Agnus Dei

11



Distribution

Hymn           “O Lord, We Praise Thee”            617

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975
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Hymn “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”            563

5 When from the dust of death I rise
To claim my mansion in the skies,
This then shall be my only plea:
Jesus hath lived and died for me.

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee,
Whose boundless mercy hath for me,
For me, and all Thy hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.

Text and tune: Public domain
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Nunc Dimittis 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of 
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Salutation and Benedicamus 201

P The Lord be with you.

P Bless we the Lord.

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.  
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Closing Hymn         “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”       582

Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude

    
Organist:    Shelly Tusa
Acolytes:    Paige Benda and Dakota Hookstra
Pastor:   John Schuetz     cell: 507-840-0193     Office:   507-847-3693

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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