
Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Jackson, Minnesota

Midweek Advent 2
December 13, 2023   6:30 PM

Welcome to this Midweek Advent Service.  We worship 
anticipating the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  Please sign the 

attendance card in pew and place in offering plate.

    

Prelude and Ringing of the Bell

Hymn  “Lord, Open Now My Heart to Hear”            908

Text (st. 2): © 1993 Mark A. Jeske. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain

Opening Verses
P The Spirit and the Church cry out:
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P All those who await His appearance pray:
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P The whole creation pleads:
C Come, Lord Jesus.



Hymn     “Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten”            914

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975

Thanksgiving for Light            245
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led 

Your people Israel by a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by 
night.  Enlighten our darkness by the light of Your Christ; may His 
Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your 
creatures, glorify You, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Psalm 85:1–9; antiphon: v. 9
P Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him,
C that glory may dwell in our land.
P LORD, You were favorable to Your land;
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C You restored the fortunes of Jacob.
P You forgave the iniquity of Your people;
C You covered all their sin.
P You withdrew all Your wrath;
C You turned from Your hot anger.
P Restore us again, O God of our salvation,
C and put away Your indignation toward us!
P Will You be angry with us forever?
C Will You prolong Your anger to all generations?
P Will You not revive us again,
C that Your people may rejoice in You?
P Show us Your steadfast love, O LORD,
C and grant us Your salvation.
P Let me hear what God the LORD will speak,
C for He will speak peace to His people, to His saints; but let them 

not turn back to folly.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P Surely His salvation is near to those who fear Him,
C that glory may dwell in our land.

Collect 
P O Lord, our dwelling place and our peace, You have compassion on 

our weakness. Put far from us all worry and fearfulness that, having 
confessed our sins and commending ourselves to Your gracious 
mercy, we may, when night shall come, commit ourselves, our 
work, and all we love into Your keeping, receiving from You the 
gift of quiet sleep; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.
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Hymn          “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”            341

Text and tune: Public domain

Old Testament Reading     Genesis 3:8–13  ESV
8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in 
the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD 
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God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And he 
said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because 
I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that you were 
naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to 
eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she 
gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the 
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The 
serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
P O Lord, have mercy on us.          C  Thanks be to God.

Epistle          Ephesians 2:12–18  ESV
12 Remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated 
from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13 But now in 
Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made us both 
one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by 
abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he 
might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making 
peace, 16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the 
cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached peace 
to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18 For 
through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father.
P O Lord, have mercy on us.          C  Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel           St. John 14:25–31  ESV
25 [Jesus said:] “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with 
you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be 
troubled, neither let them be afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am 
going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you would have 
rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than 
I. 29 And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does 
take place you may believe. 30 I will no longer talk much with you, for 
the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on me, 31 but I do as 
the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love 
the Father. Rise, let us go from here.” 
P O Lord, have mercy on us.          C  Thanks be to God.
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P In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the 
prophets.

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Sermon        “Peace to All, Near and Far”       Ephesians 2:12–18

Canticle
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Offering
Prayer
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 

of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in 

Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all the people, let us 
pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.
P For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the 

government and those who protect us, that they may be upheld and 
strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.
P For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in 

this and every place, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this 

congregation, those who toil, those who sing, and all the people 
here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let 
us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.
P For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, 

and for peaceful times, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
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P For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let 
us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.
P For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us 

pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.
P For all the faithful who have gone before us and are with Christ, let 

us give thanks to the Lord:
C Alleluia.
P Help, save, comfort and defend us gracious Lord:

Silence for individual prayer may follow.

P Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend 
ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:

C To You, O Lord.
P O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all 

just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world 
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your 
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of 
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your 
dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I 
pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done 
wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your hands 
I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your 
holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 
me.  Amen.

P Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
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          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
       and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the 

Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
C Amen.
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Hymn         “Prepare the Royal Highway”            343

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975
Tune: Public domain

Postlude

    

Acolyte:   Paige Benda
Pastor:   John Schuetz       home: 507-847-2974      cell: 507-840-0193
Church Office:   507-847-3693

Evening Prayer from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, 

English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good 
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.
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