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“Bringing Jesus to Jackson”

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 18, 2024

Welcome to this Divine Service. We gather in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Please sign 

the attendance card in pew and place in offering plate.

    

Prelude and Ringing of the Bell

Hymn  “Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death”            697

Opening Verses, Venite     219-221

Psalmody        Psalm 34:12–22; antiphon: v. 11

P Come, O children, listen to me; 
C I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 
P What man is there who desires life 
C and loves many days, that he may see good? 
P Keep your tongue from evil 
C and your lips from speaking deceit. 
P Turn away from evil and do good; 
C seek peace and pursue it. 
P The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous 
C and his ears toward their cry. 
P The face of the LORD is against those who do evil, 
C to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
P When the righteous cry for help, the LORD hears 
C and delivers them out of all their troubles. 
P The LORD is near to the brokenhearted 
C and saves the crushed in spirit. 
P Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 
C but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 
P He keeps all his bones; 
C not one of them is broken. 
P Affliction will slay the wicked, 
C and those who hate the righteous will be condemned. 



P The LORD redeems the life of his servants; 
C none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P Come, O children, listen to me; 
C I will teach you the fear of the LORD. 

Hymn          “O God, My Faithful God”            696

Old Testament Reading   Joshua 24:1–2a, 14–18  ESV
1 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and summoned the 
elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel. And they 
presented themselves before God. 2a And Joshua said to all the 
people, . . .
14 “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in 
faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the 
River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 And if it is evil in your eyes 
to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the 
gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of 
the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we 
will serve the LORD.” 
16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake 
the LORD to serve other gods, 17 for it is the LORD our God who brought 
us and our fathers up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us in 
all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through whom we 
passed. 18 And the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the 
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, 
for he is our God.” 

P O Lord, have mercy on us.         C  Thanks be to God.

Epistle            Ephesians 5:6–21  ESV
6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things 
the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do 
not become partners with them; 8 for at one time you were darkness, but 
now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light 9 (for the fruit 
of light is found in all that is good and right and true), 10 and try to 
discern what is pleasing to the Lord. 11 Take no part in the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but instead expose them. 12 For it is shameful even 
to speak of the things that they do in secret. 13 But when anything is 
exposed by the light, it becomes visible, 14 for anything that becomes 



visible is light. Therefore it says, 
“Awake, O sleeper, 

and arise from the dead, 
and Christ will shine on you.” 

15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 
16 making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. 
17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord 
is. 18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be 
filled with the Spirit, 19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your 
heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21 submitting to one another out of 
reverence for Christ. 

P O Lord, have mercy on us.         C  Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel  St. John 6:51–69  ESV
51 [Jesus said:] I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If 
anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And the bread that I will 
give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
52 The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this 
man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his 
blood, you have no life in you. 54 Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks 
my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. 55 For 
my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. 56 Whoever feeds on 
my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him. 57 As the 
living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever 
feeds on me, he also will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that 
came down from heaven, not like the bread the fathers ate, and died. 
Whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 Jesus said these things 
in the synagogue, as he taught at Capernaum. 
60 When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This is a hard saying; 
who can listen to it?” 61 But Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples 
were grumbling about this, said to them, “Do you take offense at this? 
62 Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to where he 
was before? 63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. 
The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life. 64 But there are 
some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the beginning 
who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray 
him.) 65 And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to 
me unless it is granted him by the Father.” 



66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked 
with him. 67 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as 
well?” 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have come 
to know, that you are the Holy One of God.”

P O Lord, have mercy on us.         C  Thanks be to God.

Common Responsory            221

Hymn         “Let Me Be Thine Forever”            689

Sermon       “You Are Light”          Ephesians 5:6–21

Canticle “Te Deum”           223-225

Offering

Kyrie, Lord’s Prayer, Salutation              227

Prayer of the Church
Ivan Adkins, Ruth Polz, Irene Montgomery, Gene Geesman, Bonnie Temple 
(Ken and Karen Temple’s daughter-in-law), Mary Grantz, Don Kuehl, Matt 
Nielsen (Karilyn Richard’s son), Megan Janzen (Pastor Nathan Janzen’s 
wife), Ron Sinn, Brent Baumann (Steve Milbrath’s brother-in-law and Lori 
Milbrath’s cousin), Ken Temple, Karen Temple, Ron Kloos, Travus Mekosch.  
We remember in our prayers Jake Staton, who has been deployed overseas in 
our nation’s armed forces.

Petitions conclude:
P . . . Lord, in Your mercy, C  hear our prayer.
Final petition concludes:
P . . .  one God, now and forever.
C  Amen.

Collect for Grace, Benedicamus, Benediction  228

Hymn            “Christ the Eternal Lord”            829

Postlude

    
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