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    

Prelude and Ringing of the Bell

Hymn        “O Little Town of Bethlehem”            361

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.



P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Introit           Ps. 98:1-4; antiphon: Is. 52:10

P The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations
C and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
C His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
P The LORD has made known his salvation
C he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
P He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house 

of Israel.
C All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
P Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
C break forth into joyous song and sing praises!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
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as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever.  Amen.

P The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations
C and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

Kyrie, Gloria in Excelsis     186-189
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P The Lord be with you.

P Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully 
created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously 
restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him 
who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

Old Testament Reading   Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15  ESV
1 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. 
Whatever is the first to open the womb among the people of Israel, both 
of man and of beast, is mine.” 
3a Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you 

4



came out from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand 
the LORD brought you out from this place. . . .
11 “When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he 
swore to you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12 you shall set 
apart to the LORD all that first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your 
animals that are males shall be the LORD’s. 13 Every firstborn of a 
donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will not redeem it you 
shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you shall 
redeem. 14 And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does 
this mean?’ you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought 
us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery. 15 For when Pharaoh 
stubbornly refused to let us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of animals. 
Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first open the womb, 
but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’”

P This is the Word of the Lord.       C  Thanks be to God.

Gradual          Isaiah 9:6; Ps. 98:1a

P To us a child is born, to us a son is given;
C and the government shall be upon his shoulder.
P And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
C Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
P Sing to the Lord a new song,
C for he has done marvelous things!

Epistle         Colossians 3:12–17  ESV
12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one 
another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each 
other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And 
above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which 
indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.       C  Thanks be to God.
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Holy Gospel                        St. Luke 2:22–40  ESV

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.

22 When the time came for their purification according to the Law of 
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 
23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens 
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sacrifice 
according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, 
or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose 
name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for 
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death 
before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he came in the Spirit into 
the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for 
him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he took him up in his arms 
and blessed God and said, 
29  “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

according to your word; 
30  for my eyes have seen your salvation 
31  that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32  a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. 
34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this 
child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a 
sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul 
also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her 
husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37 and then as a 
widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, 
worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at 
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that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to 
all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the 
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And 
the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of 
God was upon him. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Nicene Creed         191

C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
     and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
     heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
     and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
     and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
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who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
     glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon    “Christmas Clothes Year Round”   Colossians 3:12–17

Offertory     192-193

Offering

Prayer of the Church
Richard Polz, Jim Grantz, Marge Russenberger, Derek Rehnelt (Gen 
Rehnelt’s grandson), Mary Grantz, Doug Wetzler, Bonnie Temple (Ken and 
Karen Temple’s daughter-in-law), Don Kuehl, Matt Nielsen (Karilyn 
Richard’s son), Megan Janzen (Pastor Nathan Janzen’s wife), Ron Sinn, Ron 
Kloos, Travus Mekosch.  

Petitions conclude:
P . . . Lord, in Your mercy, C  hear our prayer.
Final petition:
P All these things we pray, O Lord, in confidence of Your mercy, 

8



trusting that You will grant us all things needful and prevent all 
things harmful to our faith, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

Service of the Sacrament

P The Lord be with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery 
of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of 
Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may 
know and love those things which are not seen.  Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying:
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The Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
     as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Agnus Dei
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Distribution

Hymn    “What Child Is This”            370

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98
Tune: English, 16th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain
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Hymn       “A Great and Mighty Wonder”            383

Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln
Text and tune: Public domain
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Hymn    “Let All Together Praise Our God”  622

5 He is a servant, I a lord:
    How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
    No truer friend than He,
    No truer friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door
    To blessèd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
    To God our praises rise,
    To God our praises rise.

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed,
    Lord Jesus, we adore
And praise to God the Father yield
    And Spirit evermore;
    We praise You evermore.

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.
Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain
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Nunc Dimittis 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray. . . through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
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and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Salutation and Benedicamus 201

P The Lord be with you.

P Bless we the Lord.

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn        “Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn”        391

Text: Birgitte Katerine Boye, 1742–1824; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608
Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude

    
Organist: 
Acolytes:   Dakota Hookstra
Pastor:   John Schuetz     cell: 507-840-0193     Office:   507-847-3693

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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