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Hymn “Arise, O Christian People” 354
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1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre-pare your-selves to-
2 Pre - pare the way be - fore Him; Pre - pare for Him the
3 The hum - ble heart and low - 1ly God rais - es up on
4 Pre - pare my heart, Lord Je - sus; Turn not from me a-
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day; Pre - pare to  greet the Sav - ior, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
high; Be - neath His feet in ter - ror The haugh -ty
side, And help me to re - ceive You This bless - ed
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sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’'n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The  heart sin - cere and right, That
Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
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truth  and light were giv -  en; The prom -ised Lord from
low - ly val - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a-
heeds God’s in - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -
now to dwell with-in me; ru sing Your prais - es
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heav - en To all the world s shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbiichlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt.

Text and tune: Public domain
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O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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as it was in the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.



Hymn of Anticipation 338
“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”
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1 Come, Thoulong-ex - pect-ed Je-sus, Born to set Thy peo-ple free;
2 Born Thy peo-ple to de-liv-er; Born a child and yet a king!

From our fears and sins re-lease us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Born to reign in us for-ev -er, Now Thy gra - cious king-dom bring.

— ~—
P o | I | I [T I | I ]
i — — —
[ I I

T

Is - rael’s strength and con-so - la-tion, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
By Thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it Rule in all our hearts a - lone;
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Dear de - sire of ev-ry na-tion, Joy of ev-’ry long-ing heart.
By Thine all - suf - fi - cient mer-it Raise us to Thy glo-rious throne.
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-88, alt.

Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven
Text and tune: Public domain
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Ps. 81:8, 1011, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b

The voice of one crying in the wilderness:

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”
Hear, O my people, while I admonish you!

O Israel, if you would but listen to me!

I am the Lord your God, who brought you up out of the land of

Egypt.
Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.

But my people did not listen to my voice;

Israel would not submit to me.

Oh, that my people would listen to me,

that Israel would walk in my ways!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning,
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is now, and will be forever. Amen.
[P) The voice of one crying in the wilderness:

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.”

Hymn “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” 347
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1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make ye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin - ners to re - pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum -ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is here. O that warn - ing cry o - bey!
fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her  that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her
Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all flesh shall
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sins 1 cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.
rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois
Text and tune: Public domain



Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:1-7b ESV

'“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.
And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and
the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is
coming, says the Lorp of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s
fire and like fullers’ soap. * He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lorp. * Then the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lorp as in the
days of old and as in former years.

3“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear
falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner,
and do not fear me, says the Lorp of hosts.

8<For I the Lorp do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are
not consumed. ' From the days of your fathers you have turned aside
from my statutes and have not kept them.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us. Thanks be to God.

Epistle Philippians 1:2-11 ESV

2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

*1 thank my God in all my remembrance of you, *always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, >because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. ® And I am sure
of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 71t is right for me to feel this way
about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers
with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and
confirmation of the gospel. *For God is my witness, how I yearn for
you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. ® And it is my prayer that your
love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment,
%50 that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and
blameless for the day of Christ, ' filled with the fruit of righteousness
that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us. Thanks be to God.



Holy Gospel St. Luke 3:1-20 ESV

'In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate
being governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his
brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, ?during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the
wilderness. * And he went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. * As it
is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

make his paths straight.
Every valley shall be filled,

and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall become straight,

and the rough places shall become level ways,
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ”

"He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him,
“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? ® Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.” For I tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. ® Even now the
axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

19 And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” ' And he
answered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has
none, and whoever has food is to do likewise.” > Tax collectors also
came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?”

3 And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to
do.” " Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he
said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false
accusation, and be content with your wages.”

15 As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, ' John
answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is
mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy
to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. ' His
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather
the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable

6



fire.”

¥ So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the
people. ¥ But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for
Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had
done, *added this to them all, that he locked up John in prison.

P} O Lord, have mercy on us. Thanks be to God.

Au Verse To Refrain
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1 Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens.
2 Blessed are those
who hear the Word of God  and keep— it.
3 Glory be to the
Father and to the Son  and to the Holy Spir - it.
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Lord, I love
the habitation of Your house and the place where Your glo-ry dwells.




Hymn “On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry” 344
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1 On Jor - dan’s bank the Bap - tist’s cry An - nounc - es
2 Then cleansed be ev - ’‘ry life from sin; Make straight the
3 We hail Thee as our Sav - ior, Lord, Our ref - uge
4 Lay on the sick Thy heal - ing hand And make the
A5 All  praise, e - ter - nal Son, to Thee Whose ad - vent
He .
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that the Lord is nigh; A - wake and hear - ken,
way for God  with - in, And let us all our
and our great re - ward;  With - out Thy grace we
fall en strong to stand; Show us the glo - ry
sets Thy peo - ple free, Whom with the Fa - ther
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for he brings Glad tid - ings of the King of kings!
hearts pre - pare For Christ to come and en - ter there.
waste a - way Like flow’rs that with - er and de - cay.
of Thy face Till beau - ty springs in ev - ’ry place.
we a-dore And Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er- more.

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr. composite
Tune: adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

“Time to Clean Up”

St. Luke 3:1-20



Te Deum 223
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1 We praise You, O God; we acknowledge You to be the Lord.
2 Holy, holy, holy, Lord Godof . . . . . .. ... .. Sab - a - oth;
3 The noble army of martyrs . . . . ... ... ... praise You.
f | | .
e — S ssE——==
[RNIV4
o .
1 All the earth now worships You, the Fa-ther ev - er - last - ing.
2 heaven and earth are full of the majes - ty of Yourglo - ry.

3 The holy Church throughout all the world does ac - knowl-edge You:
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1 To You all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the pow’rs there-in.

2 The glorious company of the apostles . . . .. .. praise__  You.

3 The Father of an infinite majesty; Your adorable, true,and on - ly  Son;

4 You are thekingofglory, . . .. ... ... .... (0] Christ;
T }) T D—'_'_. B T |
Hs o — i T i e f
L :)V || 1 I I } } | i |

1 To You cherubim and seraphim con - tin - wual - ly do cry:

2 The goodly fellowship of the . . . . . proph-ets praise__  You.

3 alsotheHoly ... .......... Ghost, the Com-fort - er.

4 You are the everlastingSon . . . . . of the Fa - ther.
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5 When You took upon Yourselftode - liv. - er man,

6 Yousitattheright . . . .. ... ... ... hand of God
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5 You humbled Yourself to be born of a vir - gin.

6 intheglory . ... ... ..... of the Fa - ther.
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5 When You had overcome the . . . . . . . sharpness of death,

6 Webelievethat . . . . ... ........ You will come
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5 You opened the kingdom of heavento all be - liev - ers

6to..... ... ... ... ... . be our judge
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7 We therefore pray You to help Your. . . . . . ser - vants,
8 O Lord, save Your people and bless Your . . . her - i - tage.
9 Grant, O Lord, to keep us this day with - out_ sin.
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7 whom You have redeem - ed with  Your pre - cious blood.
8 Govern them and lift . . . . them wup for - ev - er.
9 O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy up - on us.
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7 Make them to be numbered . . . . . .. .. .. with  Your saints
8 Daybydaywe . .. ... ............ magni - fy You.
9 O Lord, let Your mercy be upon us, as our trust is in You.
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7inglory . . ... ... .. ... ... . ev - er - last - ing.
8 And we worship Your name for - ever and ev - er.

9 O Lord, in You have I trusted; let me never be  con - found - ed.
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Offering
Kyrie 227

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

® The Lord be with you.
o}
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And with your spir - it.

Prayers

Corky Stoltenburg, Richard Polz, Steve Nail (Carrie Mohr’s uncle), Jim
Grantz, Marge Russenberger, Derek Rehnelt (Gen Rehnelt’s grandson), Mary
Grantz, Doug Wetzler, Bonnie Temple (Ken and Karen Temple’s daughter-in-
law), Don Kuehl, Matt Nielsen (Karilyn Richard’s son), Megan Janzen
(Pastor Nathan Janzen’s wife), Ron Sinn, Ron Kloos, Travus Mekosch.

Petitions conclude:
P) ... Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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Final petition:

[P} All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant
us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

Amen.

[P} O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You
have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. Defend us in
the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall
into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our
doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in
Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benedicamus and Benediction 228

o)
" |
A D |

RS e —— p P —
Let us bless the Lord.

\

Thanks be to God.
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(P The grace of our Lord "I Je-sus Christ and the love of God
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and the communion of the Holy Spir - it be with you all
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1 On what has now been sown Thy bless-ing, Lord, be - stow;
2 To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow’ts;
3 O grant that each of us, Now met be - fore Thee here,
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The pow’r is Thine a - lone To  make it sprout and grow. Do Thou
Ac - cept what is Thine own And par-don what 1is ours. Our prais -

May meet to-geth - er thus When Thou and Thine ap - pear And fol -
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in grace the har - vest raise, And Thou a - lone shalt have the praise!
es, Lord, and prayers re - ceive, And to Thy Word a bless-ing give.

low Thee to heav’n, our home. E’en so, a - men, Lord Je - sus, come!
Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.

Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89
Text and tune: Public domain
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Organist: Kathy Schultz
Acolyte:
Pastor: John Schuetz  cell: 507-840-0193  Office: 507-847-3693
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