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The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 7, 2025

    

Hymn     “Light of Light, O Sole-Begotten”            914

Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–95, adapt.
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975
Tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.



P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness 
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the 
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Introit     Ps 119:28-32; antiphon: Ps 119:27
P Make me understand the way of your precepts, 
C and I will meditate on your wondrous works.
P My soul melts away for sorrow;
C strengthen me according to your word!
P Put false ways far from me
C and graciously teach me your law! 
P I have chosen the way of faithfulness;
C I set your just decrees before me.
P I cling to your testimonies, O LORD;
C let me not be put to shame!
P I will run in the way of your commandments
C when you enlarge my heart!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P Make me understand the way of your precepts, 
C and I will meditate on your wondrous works.
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Kyrie, Gloria in Excelsis 204

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.          C  And also with you.
P Let us pray. O merciful Lord, You did not spare Your only Son but 

delivered Him up for us all. Grant us courage and strength to take 
up the cross and follow Him, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
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Old Testament Reading  Deuteronomy 30:15–20  ESV
15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil. 16 If 
you obey the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you 
today, by loving the LORD your God, by walking in his ways, and by 
keeping his commandments and his statutes and his rules, then you shall 
live and multiply, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land that 
you are entering to take possession of it. 17 But if your heart turns away, 
and you will not hear, but are drawn away to worship other gods and 
serve them, 18 I declare to you today, that you shall surely perish. You 
shall not live long in the land that you are going over the Jordan to enter 
and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that 
I have set before you life and death, blessing and curse. Therefore 
choose life, that you and your offspring may live, 20 loving the LORD 
your God, obeying his voice and holding fast to him, for he is your life 
and length of days, that you may dwell in the land that the LORD swore 
to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give them.” 

P This is the Word of the Lord.     C  Thanks be to God.

Gradual   Ps. 34:9, 19, alt.
P Fear the LORD, you his saints,
C for those who fear him lack nothing!
P Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
C but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

Epistle                Philemon 1–21  ESV
1 Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus, and Timothy our brother, 
To Philemon our beloved fellow worker 2 and Apphia our sister and 
Archippus our fellow soldier, and the church in your house: 
3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
4 I thank my God always when I remember you in my prayers, 5 because 
I hear of your love and of the faith that you have toward the Lord Jesus 
and for all the saints, 6 and I pray that the sharing of your faith may be-
come effective for the full knowledge of every good thing that is in us 
for the sake of Christ. 7 For I have derived much joy and comfort from 
your love, my brother, because the hearts of the saints have been re-
freshed through you. 
8 Accordingly, though I am bold enough in Christ to command you to 
do what is required, 9 yet for love’s sake I prefer to appeal to you—I, 
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Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus— 10 I appeal 
to you for my child, Onesimus, whose father I became in my imprison-
ment. 11 (Formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to 
you and to me.) 12 I am sending him back to you, sending my very heart. 
13 I would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might 
serve me on your behalf during my imprisonment for the gospel, 14 but I 
preferred to do nothing without your consent in order that your good-
ness might not be by compulsion but of your own accord. 15 For this 
perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might have 
him back forever, 16 no longer as a bondservant but more than a bond-
servant, as a beloved brother—especially to me, but how much more to 
you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
17 So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive 
me. 18 If he has wronged you at all, or owes you anything, charge that to 
my account. 19 I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will repay it—to 
say nothing of your owing me even your own self. 20 Yes, brother, I 
want some benefit from you in the Lord. Refresh my heart in Christ. 
21 Confident of your obedience, I write to you, knowing that you will do 
even more than I say.

P This is the Word of the Lord.     C  Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse              205
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Holy Gospel           St. Luke 14:25–35  ESV

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the fourteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
25 Now great crowds accompanied [Jesus], and he turned and said to 
them, 26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and 
mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his 
own life, he cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not bear his own 
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, de-
siring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, 
whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has laid a 
foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, 
30 saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or 
what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not sit 
down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet 
him who comes against him with twenty thousand? 32 And if not, while 
the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms 
of peace. 33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that 
he has cannot be my disciple. 
34 “Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be re-
stored? 35 It is of no use either for the soil or for the manure pile. It is 
thrown away. He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C  Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed         206

C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
     and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
     heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
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and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
     and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
     and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
     glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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Sermon   “Class Is Always in Session”    Luke 14:25–35

Installation of Sunday School Teachers

Prayer of the Church
Gayle Mohr (Mark Mohr’s mother), Richard Hample, Lynn Propp (Dee 
Kloos’s brother), Gary Hummel, Warren Schaefer (Mary Muir’s cousin), 
Jerry Vilmain (Richard and Dorene Polz’s brother-in-law), Shealyn Schuetz 
(Pastor’s niece), Neil Miller, Karen Temple, Jim Grantz, Bonnie Temple (Ken 
and Karen Temple’s daughter-in-law), Matt Nielsen (Karilyn Richard’s son), 
Ron Sinn, Ron Kloos, Travus Mekosch.

Petitions conclude:
P . . . let us pray to the Lord: C  Lord, have mercy.
Final petition concludes:
P . . . now and forever. C  Amen.

Offering
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Service of the Sacrament     208-212

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving 
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now 
risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who 
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying:
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P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

 In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and 
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all 
their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, You 
promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

 We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 
body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
     as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C  Amen.
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Distribution

Hymn        “Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”            609

5 Oh, how blest it is to know:
    Were as scarlet my 
transgression,
It shall be as white as snow
    By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words I now believe:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

6 Now my conscience is at peace;
    From the Law I stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release
    And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

7 Jesus sinners doth receive;
    Also I have been forgiven;
And when I this earth must leave,
    I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him I cleave:
Jesus sinners doth receive.

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann 
Neumeister, 1671–1756
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, 
Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain
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Hymn     “I Am Trusting Thee, Lord Jesus”            729

5 I am trusting Thee for power;
    Thine can never fail.
Words which Thou Thyself shalt give me
    Must prevail.

6 I am trusting Thee, Lord Jesus;
 Never let me fall.
I am trusting Thee forever
 And for all.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–79
Tune: Henry W. Baker, 1821–77
Text and tune: Public domain
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Nunc Dimittis 

Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray. . . . one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

P Let us bless the Lord.           C  Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.
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Closing Hymn      “Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds”      867

Text (sts. 1–3, 5): Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, alt.; (st. 4): Bernhard Schumacher, 1886–1978
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662
Text (sts. 1–3, 5) and tune: Public domain
Text (st. 4) and tune: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975

    
Organist:   Shelly Tusa 
Acolyte:   Dakota Hookstra
Pastor:   John Schuetz     cell:  507-840-0193    Office:   507-847-3693
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