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Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
Jackson, Minnesota

“Bringing Jesus to Jackson”
The Third Sunday in Advent

THE December 14, 2025
LUTHERAN
CHURCH
Missouri Synod
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Prelude and Ringing of the Bell
Hymn “Arise, O Christian People” 354
o) . .
[ 1 ! I ! | P I | I I I ]
e —  E—— —— — T —— 2. P —
NSV [ i ) I T = [ J ] Lt ®
3, I V\_/ :
1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre-pare your-selves to-
2 Pre - pare the way be - fore Him; Pre - pare for Him the
3 The hum - ble heart and low - 1ly God rais - es up on
4 Pre - pare my heart, Lord Je - sus; Turn not from me a-
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day; Pre - pare to greet the Sav - ior, Who takes your
best. Cast out what would of - fend Him, This great, this
high; Be - neath His feet in ter - ror The haugh -ty
side, And help me to re - ceive You This bless - ed
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sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav’n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The  heart sin - cere and right, That
Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
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truth  and light were giv -  en; The prom -ised Lord from
low - ly val - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a-
heeds God’s in - vi-ta - tion And makes true prep - a -
now to dwell with-in me; ru sing Your prais - es
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heav - en To all the world is shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - ry show.



Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607—62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangblichlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution
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In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the *+ Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Introit Ps. 71:14-18; antiphon: Philippians 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord always;

again I will say, Rejoice.

I will hope continually

and will praise you yet more and more.

My mouth will tell of your righteous acts, of your deeds of
salvation all the day,

for their number is past my knowledge.

With the mighty deeds of the Lord God I will come;

I will remind them of your righteousness, yours alone.

O God, from my youth you have taught me,

and I still proclaim your wondrous deeds.

So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me,
until I proclaim your might to another generation, your power
to all those to come.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
[P} Rejoice in the Lord always;

again I will say, Rejoice.

Kyrie 186
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Lord, have mer -cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -

At ]
oJ
on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.



Hymn of Anticipation 357vv.1,6,7
“O Come, O Come Emmanuel”
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10 come, O come, Em - man - u - el, And ran - som
6 O come, Thou Day-spring from on high, And cheer us
7 O come, De - sire of na - tions, bind In one the
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cap - tive Is - ra - el That mourns in lone - ly
by  Thy draw - ing nigh; Dis - perse the gloom - y
hearts of all man - kind; Bid Thou our sad di -
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ex - ile here Un - til the Son of God ap - pear.
clouds of night, And death’s dark shad - ows put to flight.
vi - sions cease, And be Thy-self our King of Peace.
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Shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KéIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain

P] The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

[P) Letus pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers
and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious
visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1-10 ESV

! The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;
it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.
The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.
They shall see the glory of the Lorb,
the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.
Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,
with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”

> Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.

For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

¥ And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
®  No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;
they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.
And the ransomed of the Lorp shall return
and come to Zion with singing;
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
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they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

(P} This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Ps. 118:26, alt.

[P] Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.

[P} Behold, your king is coming to you;

righteous and having salvation.

[P] Blesséd is he who comes in the name of the Lorn!
From the house of the Lorp we bless you.

Epistle James 5:7-11 ESV

"Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord. See how
the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about
it, until it receives the early and the late rains. ® You also, be patient.
Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand. ° Do not
grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged;
behold, the Judge is standing at the door. ' As an example of suffering
and patience, brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the
Lord. "' Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast.
You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the
purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful.

(P) This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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Al-le - lu-ja. Al - le-lu-ja. Al -1le - lu - ia
Holy Gospel St. Matthew 11:2-15 ESV

[P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

2Now when John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he sent
word by his disciples *and said to him, “Are you the one who is to
come, or shall we look for another?” # And Jesus answered them, “Go
and tell John what you hear and see: * the blind receive their sight and



the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are
raised up, and the poor have good news preached to them. ¢ And
blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”

7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning
John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken
by the wind? ® What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses.
®What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more
than a prophet. ' This is he of whom it is written,

“ ‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’

" Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no
one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. ' From the days of John the
Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and the
violent take it by force. * For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied
until John, "and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who is to
come. "He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

[P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
Apostles’ Creed 159
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and

earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection
of the body, and the "I+ life everlasting. Amen.



Hymn “When All the World Was Cursed” 346
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1 When all the world was cursed By Mo-ses” con - dem-na - tion,

2 Be - fore he yet was born, He leaped in joy - ful meet - ing,
3 Be - hold the Lamb of God That bears the world’s trans-gres - sion,
40 grant, dear Lord of love, That we re-ceive, re - joic - ing,
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Saint John the Bap - tist came With words of con-so-la - tion.
Con - fess-ing Him as Lord Whose moth-er he was greet - ing.
Whose sac - ri - fice re- moves The dev-il’s dread op - pres - sion.
The word pro-claimed by John, Our true re - pen-tance voic - ing,
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With true fore - run-ner’s zeal The great-er One he named,
By Jor-dan’s roll - ing stream, A new E - 1li - jah bold,
Be - hold the Lamb of God, Who takes a - way our sin,
That glad -ly we may walk Up - on our Sav-ior's way
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And Him, as yet un-known, As Sav -ior he pro - claimed.

He tes-ti-fied of Him Of whom the proph - ets told:
Who for our peace and joy Will full a - tone-ment win.
Un - til we live with Him In His e - ter - nal day.
Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883-1965, alt.
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975
Tune: Public domain

Sermon “Expectations” St. Matthew 11:2-15



Offertory 192-193
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from me. Re - store un-to me the joy of Thy sal - va -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.
Offering
Prayer of the Church

Shirley Hakes (Craig Hakes’s mother), Sharon Busch (Shirley Eggimann’s
sister), Joann Neuenschwander, Mary Beth Baumann (Steve Milbrath’s
sister), Helen Mekosch, Mary Allen, Monica Gee, Evelyn Lucht, Vern
Hansen, Ann Olson, Richard Hample, Lynn Propp (Dee Kloos’s brother),
Warren Schaefer (Mary Muir’s cousin), Neil Miller, Karen Temple, Bonnie
Temple (Ken and Karen Temple’s daughter-in-law), Matt Nielsen (Karilyn
Richard’s son), Ron Sinn, Ron Kloos, Travus Mekosch. We remember in our
prayers the family of Curtis Sommerland (Carol Kolander’s brother), who
recently passed away.

Petitions conclude:

P) ...Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Final petition concludes:
[P) ... through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.



Hymn “Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” 345
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1 Hark! A thrill - ing voice s sound - ing! “Christ is
2 Star - tled at the sol - emn warn - ing, Let the
3 See, the Lamb, so long ex - pect - ed, Comes with
4 So, when next He comes in glo - ry And the
A5 Hon - or, glo - ry, might, do - min - ion To the
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near,” we hear it say. “Cast a - way the
earth - bound soul a - rise; Christ, its sun, all
par - don down from heav’n. Let us  haste, with
world is  wrapped in fear, He will  shield us
Fa - ther and the Son With the ev - er -
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works of dark - ness, All you chil - dren of the day!”

sloth dis - pel - ling, Shines up - on the morn-ing skies.

tears of sor - row, One and all, to be for - giv'n;

with His mer - cy And  with words of love draw near.

liv - ing Spir - it While e - ter - nal a - ges run!
Text: Latin, c. 5th—10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.

Tune: William H. Monk, 1823-89
Text and tune: Public domain

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Collect

[P) Letus pray: . . . through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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A - men.

[P) The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.

(P) Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Hymn “Hark the Glad Sound” 349
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1 Hark the glad sound! The Sav - ior comes, The Sav - ior
2 He comes the pris - 'ners to re - lease, In Sa - tan’s
3 He comes the bro - ken  heart to bind, The  bleed - ing
4 Our glad ho - san - nas, Prince of Peace, Thy wel - come
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prom - ised long; Let ev - ’ry heart pre - pare a
bond - age held. The gates of  brass be - fore Him
soul to cure, And with the trea - sures of His
shall pro - claim, And  heav'n’s e - ter - mnal arch - es
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throne And ev - ry voice a song.
burst, The 1 - ron fet - ters yield
grace Toen - rich the hum - ble poor.
ring With  Thy be - lov - ed name.
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702-51
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734-1820
Text and tune: Public domain
Postlude
O X
Organist: Shelly Tusa
Acolytes: Dakota Hookstra
Pastor: John Schuetz cell: 507-840-0193  Office: 507-847-3693

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright
2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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