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    

Prelude and Ringing of the Bell

Hymn      “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”            380

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt.
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47
Text and tune: Public domain



Confession and Absolution

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 
iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Introit   Ps. 31:1, 3, 5; antiphon: Revelation 7:14b

P These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
C They have washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb.
P In you, O LORD, do I take refuge; let me never be put to shame;
C in your righteousness deliver me.
P For you are my rock and my fortress;
C and for your name’s sake you lead me and guide me.
P Into your hand I commit my spirit;
C you have redeemed me, O LORD, faithful God.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
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and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation.
C They have washed their robes and made them white in the 

blood of the Lamb.

Kyrie, Gloria in Excelsis     186-189
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P The Lord be with you.

P Let us pray.  Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem 
showed forth Your praise not by speaking but by dying. Put to 
death in us all that is in conflict with Your will that our lives may 
bear witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading         Jeremiah 31:15–17  ESV
15  Thus says the LORD: 

“A voice is heard in Ramah, 
lamentation and bitter weeping. 

Rachel is weeping for her children; 
she refuses to be comforted for her children, 
because they are no more.” 

16  Thus says the LORD: 
“Keep your voice from weeping, 

and your eyes from tears, 
for there is a reward for your work, 

declares the LORD, 
and they shall come back from the land of the enemy. 

17  There is hope for your future, 
declares the LORD, 

and your children shall come back to their own country. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.       C  Thanks be to God.

Gradual          Psalm 71:4a, 5a, 6a, b, 8

P Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked.
C For you, O Lord, are my hope.
P Upon you have I leaned from before my birth;
C you are he who took me from my mother’s womb.
P My mouth is filled with your praise,
C and with your glory all the day,

Epistle           Revelation 14:1–5  ESV
1 Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion stood the Lamb, and with 
him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on their 
foreheads. 2 And I heard a voice from heaven like the roar of many 
waters and like the sound of loud thunder. The voice I heard was like 
the sound of harpists playing on their harps, 3 and they were singing a 
new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and 
before the elders. No one could learn that song except the 144,000 who 
had been redeemed from the earth. 4 It is these who have not defiled 
themselves with women, for they are virgins. It is these who follow the 
Lamb wherever he goes. These have been redeemed from mankind as 
firstfruits for God and the Lamb, 5 and in their mouth no lie was found, 
for they are blameless. 
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P This is the Word of the Lord.       C  Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel             St. Luke 17:1–10  ESV

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the seventeenth chapter.

1 [Jesus] said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but 
woe to the one through whom they come! 2 It would be better for him if 
a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea 
than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin. 3 Pay attention 
to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, 
forgive him, 4 and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and 
turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.” 
5 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 6 And the Lord 
said, “If you had faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to 
this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would 
obey you. 
7 “Will any one of you who has a servant plowing or keeping sheep say 
to him when he has come in from the field, ‘Come at once and recline 
at table’? 8 Will he not rather say to him, ‘Prepare supper for me, and 
dress properly, and serve me while I eat and drink, and afterward you 
will eat and drink’? 9 Does he thank the servant because he did what 
was commanded? 10 So you also, when you have done all that you were 
commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what 
was our duty.’ ” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed         191

C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
     and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
     heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
     and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
     and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
     glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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Hymn   “Sweet Flowerets of the Martyr Band”            969

Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–77, alt.
Tune: Daniel Vetter, d. 1721
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon              “For Such Times”              St. Matthew 2:13–18
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Offertory     192-193

Offering

Prayer of the Church
Shirley Hakes (Craig Hakes’s mother), Sharon Busch (Shirley Eggimann’s 
sister), Joann Neuenschwander, Helen Mekosch, Mary Allen, Monica Gee, 
Evelyn Lucht, Vern Hansen, Ann Olson, Richard Hample, Lynn Propp (Dee 
Kloos’s brother), Warren Schaefer (Mary Muir’s cousin), Neil Miller, Karen 
Temple, Bonnie Temple (Ken and Karen Temple’s daughter-in-law), Matt 
Nielsen (Karilyn Richard’s son), Ron Sinn, Ron Kloos, Travus Mekosch.

Petitions conclude:
P . . . Lord, in Your mercy,
C  hear our prayer.
Final petition:
P O Lord, grant that we may remain steadfast and immovable in faith, 

and that we may endure to the day of Christ’s coming. Reunite us 
with those who have gone before us and now rest from their labors, 
and grant that we may live in Your eternal presence and sing Your 
praise without end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.

C Amen.
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Service of the Sacrament

P The Lord be with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery 
of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of 
Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may 
know and love those things which are not seen.  Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying:
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The Lord’s Prayer

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
     as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Agnus Dei
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Distribution

Hymn       “Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising”  375

5 Oh, the joy beyond expressing
When by faith we grasp this blessing,
And to You we come confessing
    That Your love has set us free.

6 Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us
    Till we join Your choir above.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: German, 14th cent.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975
Tune: Public domain
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Hymn “We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth”            382

5 The very Son of God sublime
Entered into earthly time
    To lead us from this world of cares
    To heaven’s courts as blessèd heirs.
        Alleluia!

6 In poverty He came to earth
Showing mercy by His birth;
    He makes us rich in heav’nly ways
    As we, like angels, sing His praise.
        Alleluia!

7 All this for us our God has done
Granting love through His own Son.
    Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice
    And sing His praise with endless voice.
        Alleluia!

Text (st. 1): German, c. 1380; (sts. 1, 6): tr. Gregory J. Wismar, 1946; (sts. 2–7): Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 2, 4): tr. F. Samuel 
Janzow, 1913–2001; (sts. 3, 5, 7): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006
Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbüchlein, 1524, Erfurt
Text (sts. 1, 3, 5–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110002975
Tune: Public domain
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Hymn          “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”            358

5 “These are the signs that you shall mark:
The swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid
By whom the heav’ns and earth were made.”

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so!
Then with the shepherds let us go
To see what God for us has done
In sending us His own dear Son.

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes,
And see what in the manger lies.
Who is this child, so young and fair?
It is the Christ Child lying there.

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery
That You might share Your joy with me.
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9 Ah, Lord, though You created all,
How weak You are, so poor and small,
That You should choose to lay Your head
Where lowly cattle lately fed!

10 Were earth a thousand times as fair
And set with gold and jewels rare,
It would be far too poor and small
A cradle for the Lord of all.

11 Instead of soft and silken stuff
You have but hay and straw so rough
On which as King, so rich and great,
To be enthroned in royal state.

12 And so it pleases You to see
This simple truth revealed to me:
That worldly honor, wealth, and might
Are weak and worthless in Your sight.

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,
A quiet chamber set apart
For You to dwell within my heart.

14 My heart for very joy must leap;
My lips no more can silence keep.
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradlesong:

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n,
Who unto us His Son has giv’n!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Tune: Geistliche lieder, Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann
Text and tune: Public domain
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Nunc Dimittis 

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray. . . through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Salutation and Benedicamus 201

P The Lord be with you.

P Bless we the Lord.

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
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Closing Hymn 391
“Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn”

Text: Birgitte Katerine Boye, 1742–1824; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608
Text and tune: Public domain

    
Organist:   Kathy Schultz   
Acolyte:   Tayven Balling
Pastor:   John Schuetz     cell: 507-840-0193     Office:   507-847-3693

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

19


