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Hymn       “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord”            651

Text: Timothy Dwight, 1752–1817, alt.
Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731–76
Text and tune: Public domain



Confession and Absolution

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness 
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the 
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for 
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Introit         Ps. 105:2-6; antiphon: Ps. 105:1
P Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
C make known his deeds among the peoples!
P Sing to him, sing praises to him;
C tell of all his wondrous works!
P Glory in his holy name;
C let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
P Seek the LORD and his strength;
C seek his presence continually!
P Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
C his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
P O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
C children of Jacob, his chosen ones! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
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and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
C make known his deeds among the peoples!

Kyrie, Gloria in Excelsis 204

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.          C  And also with you.
P Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of 

faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what You have promised, we 
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may love what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading        Deuteronomy 7:6–9  ESV
6 “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God 
has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession, out of all the 
peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It was not because you were 
more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on you 
and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because 
the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fa-
thers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and re-
deemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king 
of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful 
God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him 
and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.     C  Thanks be to God.

Gradual          Romans 11:33, 36

P Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
C How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his 

ways!
P For from him and through him and to him are all things. 
C To him be glory forever. Amen.

Epistle             Romans 8:28–39  ESV
28 And we know that for those who love God all things work together 
for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those 
whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he 
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be 
against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us 
all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33 Who 
shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 
34 Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than 
that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
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Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or 
danger, or sword? 36 As it is written, 

“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height 
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

P This is the Word of the Lord.     C  Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse              205

Holy Gospel    St. Matthew 13:44–52  ESV

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
44 [Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a 
field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field.
45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine 
pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great value, went and sold all that 
he had and bought it.

5



47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the 
sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it 
ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw 
away the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come 
out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the 
fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 
52 And he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained 
for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out 
of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.   C  Praise to You, O Christ.

Nicene Creed         206

C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
     and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
     heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
     and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
     and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
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who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
     glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Hymn      “The Church's One Foundation”            644

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, alt.
Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–76
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon              “A Costly Reign”             St. Matthew 13:44–52
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Prayer of the Church
Lynette Zaske (Dee Kloos’s sister), Corlyen Stoltenburg, Gloria Carlson 
(Shelly Tusa’s sister), Gaylord and Pam Kemp, Carolyn Kolander, Richard 
Polz, Rev. Noel Herr, Chad Kuehl (Don and Diana Kuehl’s nephew), Leo 
Taylor (Don and Diana Kuehl’s nephew’s grandson), Mary Grantz, Helen 
Mekosch, Vern Hansen, Ann Olson, Lynn Propp (Dee Kloos’s brother), War-
ren Schaefer (Mary Muir’s cousin), Karen Temple, Bonnie Temple (Ken and 
Karen Temple’s daughter-in-law), Matt Nielsen (Karilyn Richard’s son), Ron 
Sinn, Travus Mekosch. 

Petitions conclude:
P . . . let us pray to the Lord: C  Lord, have mercy.
Final petition concludes:
P These and whatsoever other things You would have us ask of You, 

O God, grant us for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your only Son, our 
Lord and Savior, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C  Amen.

Offering

Service of the Sacrament     208-212

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow 
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten 
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving 
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now 
risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who 
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying:

8



P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You 
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and 
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all 
their children from the tree of life.  Yet, in Your great mercy, You 
promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.
We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us 
through Jesus Christ.  Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may 
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the 
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His 
body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
     as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.    C  Amen.
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Distribution

Hymn   “O Worship the King”            684

5 Frail children of dust
    and feeble as frail,
In Thee do we trust,
    nor find Thee to fail.
Thy mercies, how tender,
    how firm to the end,
Our maker, defender,
    redeemer, and friend!

6 O measureless Might,
    ineffable Love,
While angels delight
    to hymn Thee above,
Thy humbler creation,
    though feeble their lays,
With true adoration
    shall sing to Thy praise.

Text: Robert Grant, 1779–1838, alt.
Tune: William Croft, 1678–1727
Text and tune: Public domain
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Hymn             “From God Can Nothing Move Me”            713

5 Praise God with acclamation
    And in His gifts rejoice.
Each day finds its vocation
    Responding to His voice.
    Soon years on earth are past;
But time we spend expressing
The love of God brings blessing
    That will forever last!

6 Yet even though I suffer
    The world’s unpleasantness,
And though the days grow 
rougher
    And bring me great distress,

    That day of bliss divine,
Which knows no end or measure,
And Christ, who is my pleasure,
    Forever shall be mine.

D 7 For thus the Father willed it,
    Who fashioned us from clay;
And His own Son fulfilled it
    And brought eternal day.
    The Spirit now has come,
To us true faith has given;
He leads us home to heaven.
    O praise the Three in One!

Text: Ludwig Helmbold, 1532–98; (sts. 1–2, 6): tr. Gerald Thorson, 1921–2001, alt.; (st. 3): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–
5): tr. Gregory J. Wismar, 1946; (st. 7): tr. Joseph Herl, 1959
Tune: Recueil de plusieurs chansons, 1557, Lyons, alt.
Text (sts. 1–2, 6): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship; (sts. 3–5, 7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB 
Hymn License no. 110002975           Tune: Public domain
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Nunc Dimittis 

Post-Communion Collect

P Let us pray. . . . one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Benedicamus and Benediction

P Let us bless the Lord.           C  Thanks be to God.
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.

C Amen.
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Closing Hymn       “God's Word Is Our Great Heritage”        582

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861–1925, alt.
Tune: Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863–1924
Text and tune: Public domain

    
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