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    
Prelude and Ringing of the Bell
Hymn  “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation”            909

Text: Latin, c. 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.
Tune: Henry Purcell, 1659–95, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain



Confession and Absolution
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray 
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus 
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
Introit   Ps.  147:1-5;  antiphon:  Ps.  147:6
P The LORD lifts up the humble;
C he casts the wicked to the ground. 
P Praise the LORD!  For it is good to sing praises to our God;
C for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
P The LORD builds up Jerusalem;
C he gathers the outcasts of Israel.
P He heals the brokenhearted
C and binds up their wounds.
P He determines the number of the stars;

2



C he gives to all of them their names.
P Great is our LORD, and abundant in power;
C his understanding is beyond measure. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, 
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P The LORD lifts up the humble;
C he casts the wicked to the ground. 
Kyrie, Gloria in Excelsis     186-189
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P The Lord be with you.

P Let us pray.  Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of 
all honor and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through 
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading     Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32  ESV
1 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “What do you mean by repeating 
this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour 
grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3 As I live, declares 
the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 
4 Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of 
the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . .
25 “Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of 
Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26 When 
a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does 
injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall 
die. 27 Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he 
has committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 
28 Because he considered and turned away from all the transgressions 
that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29 Yet the 
house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of 
Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that are not just?
30 “Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to 
his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31 Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new 
heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32 For I 
have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, 
and live.”
P This is the Word of the Lord.       C  Thanks be to God.
Gradual             Ps. 91:11; 103:1
P He will command his angels concerning you
C to guard you in all your ways.
P Bless the LORD, O my soul,
C and all that is within me, bless his holy name!
Epistle          Philippians 2:1–18  ESV
1 So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 
participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2 complete my 
joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 
accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, 
but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 4 Let each 
of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of 
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others. . . .
14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing, 15 that you may be 
blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst 
of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights 
in the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of 
Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17 Even 
if I am to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering 
of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18 Likewise you also 
should be glad and rejoice with me. 
P This is the Word of the Lord.       C  Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel    St. Matthew 21:23–32  ESV
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first 

chapter.

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of 
the people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 
authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
24 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell 
me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these 
things. 25 The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or 
from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we 
say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 
him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they 
all hold that John was a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do 
not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things.
28 “What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29 And he answered, 
‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. 30 And he 
went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I will, sir,’ 
but did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They 
said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax 
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collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. 
32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not 
believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And 
even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and 
believe him.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Nicene Creed         191
C I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
     and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from 
     heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
     and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 
     and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
     glorified,
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who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon      “The Righteous Authority”      St. Matthew 21:23–32 
Offertory     192-193

Offering
Prayer of the Church

Craig Hakes, Ron Kolar, Jeff Schaefer (Mary Muir’s cousin), Lynette Zaske  
(Dee Kloos’s sister), Corlyen Stoltenburg, Gloria Carlson (Shelly Tusa’s  
sister), Richard Polz, Chad Kuehl (Don and Diana Kuehl’s nephew), Leo  
Taylor (Don and Diana Kuehl’s nephew’s grandson), Mary Grantz, Helen  
Mekosch, Ann Olson, Lynn Propp (Dee Kloos’s brother), Warren Schaefer  
(Mary Muir’s cousin), Karen Temple, Matt Nielsen (Karilyn Richard’s son),  
Ron Sinn, Travus Mekosch.

Petitions conclude:
P . . . Lord, in Your mercy,    C  hear our prayer.
Final petition concludes:
P . . . one God, now and forever.     C  Amen.
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Service of the Sacrament
P The Lord be with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having 
created all things, took on human flesh and was born of the virgin 
Mary.  For our sake He died on the cross and rose from the dead to 
put an end to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a 
holy people.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying:
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The Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
     as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given 
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 
you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.”

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Agnus Dei
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Distribution
Hymn  “The Law of God Is Good and Wise”            579

5 The Law is good; but since the fall
Its holiness condemns us all;
It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no pow’r to justify.

6 To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt.
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, 1543, Wittenberg, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain
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Hymn           “The Gospel Shows the Father’s Grace”            580

5 It bears to all the tidings glad
And bids their hearts no more be sad;
The weary, burdened souls it cheers
And banishes their guilty fears.

6 May we in faith its message learn
Nor thanklessly its blessings spurn;
May we in faith its truth confess
And praise the Lord, our righteousness.

Text: Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt.
Tune: Cantionale Germanicum, 1628, Gochsheim
Text and tune: Public domain
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Hymn         “If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee”            750

5 Nor think amid the fiery trial
    That God hath cast thee off unheard,
That he whose hopes meet no denial
    Must surely be of God preferred.
Time passes and much change doth bring
And sets a bound to ev’rything.

6 All are alike before the Highest;
    ’Tis easy for our God, we know,
To raise thee up, though low thou liest,
    To make the rich man poor and low.
True wonders still by Him are wrought
Who setteth up and brings to naught.
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7 Sing, pray, and keep His ways unswerving,
    Perform thy duties faithfully,
And trust His Word; though undeserving,
    Thou yet shalt find it true for thee.
God never yet forsook in need
The soul that trusted Him indeed.

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Text and tune: Georg Neumark, 1621–81
Text and tune: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis 
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P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

Post-Communion Collect
P Let us pray. . . through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Salutation and Benedicamus 201

P The Lord be with you.

P Bless we the Lord.

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

  

16



Closing Hymn     “Heavenly Hosts in Ceaseless Worship”      949

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024
Tune: Amanda Husberg, 1940–2021
Text: © 1975 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975
Tune: © 2000 Selah Publishing Co., Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975

    
Organist:   Kathy Schultz
Acolyte:   Logan Henning and Lucy Williams
Pastor:   John Schuetz     cell: 507-840-0193     Office:   507-847-3693

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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