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Reformation Day

October 25, 2026
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Hymn “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 656
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1 A might - y for - tress is our God,
2 With  might of  ours can naught be done,
3 Though dev - s all the world should fill,
4 The Word they  still shall let re - main
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A trust - y shield and weap - on;
Soon were  our loss ef - fect - ed;
All ea - ger to de - vour us,
Nor an -y thanks have for it;
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He  helps us free from ev - Ty need
But for us fights the val - iant One,
We trem - ble not, we fear no ill;
He’s by our side up - on the plain
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That hath us now o’er - tak - en.
Whom God Him - self e - lect - ed.
They shall not 0O - Ver - pow’r us.

With His good gifts and Spir - it.
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The old e - vil foe Now  means
Ask ye, Who is  this? Je - sus
This world’s prince may still Scowl fierce
And take they our life, Goods, fame,
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dead - ly WOe; Deep guile and great  might
Christ it is, Oof Sab - a - oth Lord,
as he will, He can harm us none.
child, and wife, Though these all be gone,
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Are his dread arms in fight; On earth
And there’s none oth - er God; He holds
He’s judged; the deed is done; One lit -
Our vic - try has been won; The King -
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is not his e - qual.
the field for - ev - er.
tle word can fell him.
dom ours re - main - eth.

Tune and text: Public domain



Confession and Absolution

(P] In the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

[P) If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

[P} Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from
our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for
the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.

[P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Introit Ps. 34:1-2, 11, 22; antiphon: Ps. 119:46

(P] 1 will speak of your testimonies before kings, O Lord,
and shall not be put to shame.
I will bless the Lorp at all times;
his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
My soul makes its boast in the Lorp;
let the humble hear and be glad.
Come, O children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the Lorb.
The Lorp redeems the life of his servants;
none of those who take refuge in him will be condemned.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
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is now, and will be forever. Amen.
(P) 1 will speak of your testimonies before kings, O Lord,
and shall not be put to shame.

Kyrie, Gloria in Excelsis 204

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

1 To God on high be glo - ry And peace to all the -earth;
2 To You, O sole-be - got - ten, The Fa-ther’s Son, we pray;
3 For You a-lone are ho - ly; You on - ly are the Lord.
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Good-will from God in heav - en Pro-claimed at Je-sus’ birth!
(0] Lamb of God, our Sav - ior, You take our sins a - way.

For - ev - er and for- ev - er, Be wor-shipedand a - dored;
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We praise and bless You, Fa - ther; Your ho - ly name, we sing—
Havemer - cy on us, Je - sus; Re - ceive our heart-felt cry,
You with the Ho - ly Spir - it A - lone are Lord Most High,
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Our thanks for Your great glo - ry, Lord God, our heav’n-ly King.
Where You in pow’r are seat-ed At God’s right hand on high—
In God the Fa-ther’s glo-ry. “A-men!” our glad re - ply.

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P] The Lord be with you. And also with you.

P] Letus pray. Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy
Spirit on Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and
truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend us
against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving peace;
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through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

First Reading Revelation 14:6-7 ESV

8Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal
gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and
tribe and language and people. ” And he said with a loud voice, “Fear
God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come,
and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of
water.”

(P) This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Gradual Ps. 48:1a, 12-14a

P] Great is the Lorp and greatly to be praised

in the city of our God!

[P} Walk about Zion, go around her, number her towers,
consider well her ramparts, go through her citadels,
[P) that you may tell the next generation

that this is God, our God forever and ever.

Epistle Romans 3:19-28 ESV

Y Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are
under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole
world may be held accountable to God. * For by works of the law no
human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes
knowledge of sin.

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the
law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— *the right-
eousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For
there is no distinction: * for all have sinned and fall short of the glory
of God, **and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemp-
tion that is in Christ Jesus, »* whom God put forward as a propitiation
by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s right-
eousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former
sins. ?*It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he
might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.

?’Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of
law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. *® For we hold that
one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.
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(P) This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse 205
I 9 — f — i — | f T l |
i r%nv i e e E— "—‘L,_-'_J_i_‘i_._-’—P—P—Hi | : H
*_
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
ﬂ N ' N | ' N
A— — P— —— T A
HD— D ™ R A — T — " R LS——
J 4 =
These things are writ-ten that you may be-lieve that
h [r— 1 | A I
FA— ' i ' 0 —— | | } H
Je -sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
| i‘? < —] —— : — w
RGO e v o e se o [ teetr i
o) *o_ | I
Al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia, al - le-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel St. John 8:31-36 ESV

[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

1 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my
word, you are truly my disciples, * and you will know the truth, and the
truth will set you free.” * They answered him, “We are offspring of
Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you
say, ‘You will become free’?”

3 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who prac-
tices sin is a slave to sin. ¥ The slave does not remain in the house for-
ever; the son remains forever. * So if the Son sets you free, you will be
free indeed.”

[P} This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You, O Christ.



Nicene Creed 206

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living
and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I of the world to come. Amen.

Sermon “A Costly Reign” St. Matthew 13:44-52

Prayer of the Church

Kathy Kolander, Jim Grantz, Jeff Schaefer (Mary Muir’s cousin), Lynette
Zaske (Dee Kloos’s sister), Gloria Carlson (Shelly Tusa’s sister), Richard
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Polz, Chad Kuehl (Don and Diana Kuehl’s nephew), Leo Taylor (Don and Di-
ana Kuehl’s nephew’s grandson), Mary Grantz, Helen Mekosch, Ann Olson,
Warren Schaefer (Mary Muir’s cousin), Karen Temple, Matt Nielsen (Karilyn
Richard’s son), Ron Sinn, Travus Mekosch. We remember in our prayers the
family of Ruth Polz, who recently passed away.

Petitions conclude:

P] ... Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Final petition concludes:

P} Preserve Your Church, O Lord, and each of us as members of
Christ’s Body, that we may not surrender the true Gospel for any
reason, but be kept in this faith and fear throughout the days of our
earthly pilgrimage, until that day when we and all Your people shall
stand before the judgment seat of Christ to receive the reward You
have prepared for us and all who have loved His appearing; through
the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Offering
Service of the Sacrament 208-212

[P] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

[P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) 1t is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow
on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten
Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving
Him into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is now
risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to
new life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:



Ho-1ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
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Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;
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Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!

P] Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You
have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of Adam and
Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly barred them and all
their children from the tree of life. Yet, in Your great mercy, You
promised salvation by a second Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord, and made His cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him.

We give You thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us
through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may
faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of His cross and receive the
blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in His

body and blood.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
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and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

[P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I* body, which is given
for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of
you; this cup is the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always. Amen.
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20 Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,
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You take the sin of the world a - way;
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0) Je - sus Christ, true Lamb of God,

Have mer - cy on us, Je - sus Christ,
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, (0] Lord, we pray.
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Distribution

Hymn “O Lord, We Praise Thee” 617
I 9 T 7 j f T T >y f T ]
| 4% [ | [ | =I } P' _II' Il P 2
%)B o o o 1 B 1 [ |
10 Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and a - dore Thee,
2 Thy ho - ly bod - vy in - to death was giv - en,
3 May God be - stow on us His grace and fa - vor
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In thanks - giv - ing bow be - fore Thee. Thou with Thy
Life to win for us in heav - en. No great - er
That we fol - low Christ our Sav - ior And  live to -
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bod -y and Thy blood didst nour -ish  Our weak souls that
love than this to Thee could bind us; May this feast there -
geth - er  here in love and u-nion Nor de - spise this
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of re - mind us! O Lord, have mer - cy!
blest Com - mu - nion! O Lord, have mer - cy!
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Lord, Thy kind - ness did so con -strain Thee That  Thy
Let not Thy good Spir - it for - sake us; Grant that
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sins and sor - rows did car - ry, And Thy blood for us plead
blood should bless and sus - tain me. All our debt Thou hast paid;
heav’'n-1ly - mind -ed He make us; Give Thy Church, Lord, to see
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In all tri - al, fear, and need: O Lord, have mer - oyl
Peace with God once more is made: O Lord, have mer - cy!
Days of peace and u - ni - ty: O Lord, have mer - cy!

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; (st. 1): German, 14th cent.; (sts. 2—3): Martin Luther, 1483-1546
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975

Tune: Public domain

11



Hymn “A Great and Mighty Wonder” 383
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A great and might -y won - der, A full and ho - ly cure:
The Word be-comes in - car - nate And  yet re-mains on high,

Since all He comes to ran - som,
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3 While thus they sing your Mon - arch,
4
5 All i - dols then shall per - ish

Those bright an - gel - ic bands,
By all be He a-dored,
And Sa-tan’s ly - ing cease,
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The vir - gin bears the in - fant With vir - gin hon - or pure!
And cher - u - bim sing an - thems To shep-herds from the sky.
Re - joice, O vales and moun - tains, And o - ceans, clap your hands.
The in - fant born in Beth - I’em, The Sav - ior and the Lord.
And Christ shall raise His scep - ter, De-cree - ing end-less peace.
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Pro - claim the  Sav - ior’s birth: “To God on high be
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glo - ry And peace to all  the earth!”

Text: Germanus, c. 634—c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, KdIn
Text and tune: Public domain
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Hymn “Salvation unto Us Has Come” 555
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1 Sal - va-tion un - to us has come By God’s free grace and
2 What God did in His Law de-mand And none to Him could
31t was a false, mis-lead-ing dream That God His Law had
4 From sin our flesh could not ab - stain, Sin held its sway un-
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fa - vor; Good works can - not a - vert our doom, They
ren - der Caused wrath and woe on ev - ry hand For
giv. - en That sin - ners could them - selves re - deem And
ceas - ing; The task was use - less and in vain, Our
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help  and save us nev - er. Faith looks to Je - sus
man, the vile of - fend - er. Our flesh has not those
by their works gain heav - en. The Law is but a
guilt  was e’er in - creas - ing. None can re - move sin’s
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Christ a - lone, Who did for all the
pure de - sires The spir - it of the
mir - ror bright To bring the in - bred
poi -  soned dart Or po - r© - fy our
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world a - tone; He is our one Re - deem - er
Law re - quires, And lost is our con - di - tion.
sin to  light That lurks with - in  our na - ture.
guile - ful heart—  So deep is our cor - rup - tion.

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled
Or we must die despairing,
Christ came and has God's ang
Our human nature sharing.
He has for us the Law obeyed

er stilled,

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed

Which over us impended.
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Since Christ has full atonement made
And brought to us salvation,

Each Christian therefore may be glad
And build on this foundation.

Your grace alone, dear Lord, | plead,

Your death is now my life indeed,
For You have paid my ransom.

Let me not doubt, but truly see
Your Word cannot be broken;
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!”
No falsehood have You spoken.
Baptized into Your precious name,
My faith cannot be put to shame,
And | shall never perish.

The Law reveals the guilt of sin

And makes us conscience-stricken;
But then the Gospel enters in

The sinful soul to quicken.
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live;
The Law no peace can ever give,

No comfort and no blessing.

Faith clings to Jesus' cross alone
And rests in Him unceasing;

And by its fruits true faith is known,
With love and hope increasing.

For faith alone can justify;

Works serve our neighbor and supply
The proof that faith is living.

All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise
To Father, Son, and Spirit,

The God who saved us by His grace;
All glory to His merit.

O triune God in heav'n above,
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You have revealed Your saving love;
Your blessed name we hallow.

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484-1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.

Tune: Etlich Cristlich lider, 1524, Wittenberg
Text and tune: Public domain

Nunc Dimittis
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peo - Dple, Your cho - sen Is - ra - el
sound - ing Through all e - ter - ni - ty

Post-Communion Collect

[P) Let us pray. . .. one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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Benedicamus and Benediction

(P) Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.

[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn “God's Word Is Our Great Heritage” 582
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teach - ings pure Through-out all gen - er - a - tions.

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861-1925, alt.
Tune: Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863-1924
Text and tune: Public domain
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